Vascular compromise and amputation after intramedullary nailing of a tibia fracture.
A case is presented of a fifty-three-year-old man with a displaced tibia-fibula fracture that was treated with an intramedullary nail. The morning after surgery pulses were absent and did not improve after fasciotomies. The patient was transferred to our institution, where an arteriogram showed tapering of the anterior tibial and peroneal vessels in the mid-calf and occlusion of the posterior tibial artery at the level of the ankle. Vascular status did not improve after heparinization and arteriogram thrombolysis. The patient ultimately underwent below-the-knee amputation and subsequent revision to above-the-knee amputation.